
 

 

 

 

 
 
25 July 2019 

 

Request 

Dear Parish of St Helier 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011, please will you send me all the documents you 
have on file which provide either a) guidance, or; b) policy, or; c) a methodology, as to how rates assessors 
assess the rateable value of land in the Parish. 

Specifically, I would like to know how the individual attributes of the land, as collected on the Rates Return 
form, are taken into consideration when making an assessment. E.g. what is the rateable value of a 
residential parking space, the rateable value of a bedroom, rateable value of double-glazing etc. 

Can you please demonstrate how you ensure each area of land with similar or substantially similar attributes 
has the same rateable value, and that these are proportionate to attributes? 

 

Response 

The Rates Assessors assess in accordance with the Rates (Jersey) Law 2005 (see www.jerseylaw.je). The 

St Helier Assessment Committee has between 7 and 12 members elected on a rolling basis for 3 years. 

The Law requires that each area of land with similar or substantially similar attributes shall have the same 
rateable value, and that rateable values shall be proportionate to attributes (see Article 6(1)). Land is 
assessed on the attributes at 1 January. If there has been no change to the attributes, and the previous 
rateable value is not disputed, then the rateable value will not change from the previous year. 

If a re-assessment is required, or a new assessment has to be made, the rateable value of domestic 
properties is assessed using guidelines (see table below). Band A would be used for a property considered to 
be extremely poor (for example outside toilets) and Band D+ plus 10% would usually be used for a recently 
constructed property with large rooms, well-constructed, and perhaps with large windows and, in the case of 
houses, large gardens. For the Bands between it is subjective and the Assessment Committee will consider 
the level of properties in the area. New properties would normally be at least Band C. The table is self-
explanatory regarding the rateable value applied for additional rooms, garages, swimming pools, tennis courts 
etc.  

For non-domestic properties the Assessment Committee assesses the rateable value using the areas given 
on the Annual Return and a rate per square foot. The rate per square foot is based on other similar properties 
within the Parish. 

The property attributes are held in the Rates Management System and this facilitates comparison of 
properties with similar attributes. In addition the Notice of Assessment is sent each year to the persons who, 
on 1 January of that year, own and occupy a property in the Parish so that each may consider the rateable 
value assessed for that year. A review, and subsequent appeal, of the rateable value of land may be made if 
there is a ‘significant difference’ between the rateable value of the land in question and the rateable value of 
other land in Jersey having similar attributes to the land in question. A ‘significant difference’ is at least 10% of 
the rateable value of the land in question; or 500 rateable quarters, whichever is the greater (see Article 9).  

The Rates List is available for inspection at the Parish Hall and at the Jersey Library in St Helier.  

http://www.jerseylaw.je/
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