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          26 January 2023 

 

Request 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011, please will you send me all the documents you 
have which provide a) guidance, or; b) policy, or; c) a assessment guidelines, as to how rates assessors 
assess the rateable value of land in the 12 parishes. This is on the assumption that all parishes use the same 
assessment guidelines, forms and practices for assessment purposes. 

If there is not a standard practice and assessment guidelines across the Parishes, please can you respond 
with the documentation from each Parish.  If some parishes use the same assessment guidelines and 
practices these can be grouped as a single response. 

I would like to view how all 12 parishes operate the rates Law. I would like to know how the individual 
attributes of the land are determined in each parish, and how they are then compared with similar land on 
other parishes.  

If no such documentation has been issued by the Supervisory Committee, or any parish does not hold such 
documented information, please can this be indicated in the response. 

 

Response 

Article 6 of the Rates (Jersey) Law 20051 gives the basis for assessment of rateable values. To assess the 
rateable value of an area of land the Assessment Committee of a parish shall – 

(a)     first acquaint itself with the rateable values of other land in Jersey; and 

(b)     with that knowledge, assess the rateable value of the land in question on the basis that – 

(i)      each area of land with similar or substantially similar attributes shall have the same  

rateable value, and 

(ii)      rateable values shall be proportionate to attributes. 

The requirement that rateable values shall be proportionate to attributes shall be taken to mean that the land 
with the best attributes shall have the highest rateable value and that the land with the poorest attributes shall 
have the lowest rateable value and so in proportion for land with attributes between those extremes. 

A rateable value is assessed when Article 5 applies, that is – 

a) There is no assessment or only an incomplete assessment 

b) There have been changes to the land (notified on the Annual Return) 

c) No Annual Return has been made but the Assessment Committee is satisfied that the attributes of the 
land or its use have changed, the assessment is incorrect when compared with other land in Jersey 
with similar or substantially similar attributes or the assessment is not proportionate to the attributes; 
or  

d) The owner has requested by the end of January that the rateable value be reassessed and has given 
reasons why there should be a reassessment. 

A ‘Guide for Assessors - Overview’ was produced following the introduction of the 2005 Law and was revised 
in 2012 – this is attached at Appendix A (personal data redacted – Article 25 exemption applied). 

 
1 Rates (Jersey) Law 2005 (jerseylaw.je)  

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/Pages/24.950.aspx
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Based on this Guide, assessment guidelines have been developed to assess a rateable value in accordance 
with the principles in Article 6. These guidelines may be specific to a Parish and reference locations/estates or 
types of property in that Parish (for example, airport hangars in St Peter). For utility companies, the rate 
assessment for land includes buildings and other structures including fixed plant and equipment. 

 

St Brelade – the assessment of domestic property is based on a point system for attributes e.g. 
accommodation, and a multiplier for the quality, size and location. Details for domestic and agricultural 
property is in Appendix 2 of the ‘Guide for Assessors - Overview’. Appendix B is the template used when 
visiting property to make an assessment.  

 

St Clement - the assessment guidelines are in Appendix C. 

 

Grouville - comparison is made with other property/land with similar attributes. 

 

St Helier – information was provided in the response to a FOI in July 2019 so it is absolutely exempt 
information (Article 23 exemption applied). 

Commercial property, such as shops in prime positions, is assessed based on the zone – the length of 
frontage to the main street. The first 30 feet depth from the main entrance is zone A, the next 30 feet is Zone 
B, etc.  

Parking is assessed according to whether it is covered or not and whether it is used exclusively for domestic 
purposes. 

Hotels and guesthouses are assessed according to the grading, e.g.  

Hotel Bands: 

5* 3,000 – 4,000   4* red 2,000 – 2,500  4* 1,500 – 2,000   

3* gold 1,300 – 1,700  3* 950 – 1,300    2* 700 – 1,000 

Guesthouse Bands include lounges etc used only by residents. 

5 Star 900 – 1100 4 Star 800 – 1000 3 Star 650 – 900 2 Star 600 – 700 

 

St John – the assessment guidelines are in Appendix D (personal data redacted – Article 25 exemption 
applied). 

 

St Lawrence – the assessment guidelines are those listed in Appendix E (personal data redacted – Article 25 
exemption applied); comparison is also made with other property/land with similar attributes in the Parish and 
across the island. 

 

St Martin - the assessment guidelines are in Appendix F; property with attributes that differ to an average 
property, for example location, will be assessed by comparison with other property/land with similar attributes 
in the Parish and across the island. 

 

St Mary – comparison is made with other property/land with similar attributes. 

 

St Ouen - the assessment guidelines are in Appendix E (see St Lawrence; personal data redacted – Article 25 
exemption applied). 

 

St Peter - the assessment guidelines are in Appendix G. 
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St Saviour - the assessment guidelines are in Appendix H (personal data redacted – Article 25 exemption 
applied). 

 

Trinity - the assessment guidelines are in Appendix I. 

 

Exemptions applied: 

Article 23 - Information accessible to applicant by other means  

Information is absolutely exempt information if it is reasonably available to the applicant, otherwise 
than under this Law, whether or not free of charge. A scheduled public authority that refuses an 
application for information on this ground must make reasonable efforts to inform the applicant where 
the applicant may obtain the information. 

Justification for exemption 

FOI request/response - this was published on 25 July 2019 ‘St Helier rates assessment guidelines ’ 
and is available POSH-rates-assessments.pdf (comite.je) 

 

Article 25(2) - Personal Information - Personal data, applicant not subject but supply 
contravenes data protection principles  

Information is absolutely exempt information if – (a) it constitutes personal data of which the applicant 
is not the data subject as defined in the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2018; and (b) its supply to a 
member of the public would contravene any of the data protection principles, as defined in that Law. 

 

 

 

  

https://comite.je/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/11/POSH-rates-assessments.pdf
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Appendix A - ‘Guide for Assessors - Overview’ 
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Appendix B – St Brelade template for Assessors visit and assessment 
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Appendix C – St Clement assessment guidelines  
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Appendix D – St John assessment guidelines 
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Appendix E – St Lawrence and St Ouen assessment guidelines 
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Appendix F - St Martin assessment guidelines  
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Appendix G - St Peter assessment guidelines 
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Appendix H - St Saviour assessment guidelines 
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Appendix I - Trinity assessment guidelines 
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