
 

 

 

 

            24 April 2025 

 

Request 

Please provide a list of properties in the 2024 version of the Parish Rate List for all parishes in Jersey that 
have the following attributes recorded on the electronic Rates data base. 

Each property has an identifier on the rates database - if it is decided that you cannot publish the specific 
addresses (I would like your reasoning if this is the case), then the identifier will suffice, as the rates appeal 
board will be able to identify the comparable properties. 

The scope of the response should include the extent of information for each property as published in the 
public version of the Rates list. For clarity - the number of quarters is key for the appeal comparison.  

Attributes search criteria: All properties that are detached AND have: 

• Two bedrooms; 

• One bathroom with integral WC 

• One kitchen 

• One sitting room (combined dining) 

• One conservatory  

• One single garage attached to neighbour’s garage 

• One garden  

The information I am seeking is no broader in scope than what has already been made public, therefore the 
reply cannot be classified as exempt under Article 25 of the Freedom of Information Law. 

Further, the complete list of published rates lacks details regarding a property's characteristics, therefore the 
response cannot be deemed exempt under Article 23 of the Freedom of Information Law, which pertains to 
data accessible from other sources. 

I am aware of one Parish providing this information in 2024 while a parishioner was waiting in the parish hall 
so a database search should not take a significant amount of time.  

Given that the information is needed to support an expected rates appeal as per the 2025 draft rates notices, 
scheduled for release around April 22, 2025, I anticipate receiving the details within your standard timeframe 
of 20 working days. This urgency underscores the time-sensitive nature of my request. 

 

Response 

Each Parish maintains a Rates List for the Parish in accordance with the Rates (Jersey) Law 2005. The Rates 
List contains in respect of each area of land in the Parish that is separately owned or occupied and is liable to 
rates – 

(a)     details of the land sufficient to identify it and its boundaries; 

(b)     the rateable value of the land as assessed by the Assessment Committee and expressed in 
rateable quarters; 

(c)     an indication whether the land has been assessed as being used for domestic purposes or non-
domestic purposes 

The request asks for a list of addresses, with rateable values, where the attributes match the specified search 
criteria. 



 

 

Whilst the property attributes on their own would not be considered personal data, when combined with other 
identifiers such as an address, this means it could identify an individual/individuals, thus in turn making it 
personal data. 

Personal data is absolutely exempt under the FOI Law under Article 25 –  

Article 25 - Personal Information  

(1)     Information is absolutely exempt information if it constitutes personal data of which the applicant 
is the data subject as defined in the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2005. 

(2)     Information is absolutely exempt information if – 

(a)     it constitutes personal data of which the applicant is not the data subject as defined in 
the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2018; and 

(b)     its supply to a member of the public would contravene any of the data protection 
principles, as defined in that Law.  

(3)     In determining for the purposes of this Article whether the lawfulness principle in Article 8(1)(a) 
of the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2018 would be contravened by the disclosure of information, 
paragraph 5(1) of Schedule 2 to that Law (legitimate interests) is to be read as if sub-paragraph (b) 
(which disapplies the provision where the controller is a public authority) were omitted. 

The fact that information constitutes the personal data of identifiable living individuals does not automatically 
exclude it from disclosure under the Law. The second element of the test is to determine whether disclosure 
would contravene any of the principles set out at Article 8 of the DPJL 2018.  

8        Data protection principles 

(1)     A controller must ensure that the processing of personal data in relation to which the controller 
is the controller complies with the data protection principles, namely that data are – 

(a)     processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data 
(“lawfulness, fairness and transparency”); 

Schedule 2 of the DPJL 2018 as modified by Article 25(3) of the FOI Law says -  

5        Legitimate interests 

(1)     The processing is necessary for the purposes of legitimate interests pursued by the controller or 
by the third party or parties to whom the data are disclosed, unless – 

(a)     the processing is unwarranted in any particular case by reason of prejudice to the rights 
and freedoms or legitimate interests of the data subject, in particular where the subject is a 
child; 

In considering whether disclosure of the withheld information would contravene the lawfulness, fairness and 
transparency principle in Article 8 of the DPJL, the Parishes have considered the reasonable expectations of 
the individuals in terms of what would happen to their personal data. The Annual Return, by which data has 
been collected, informs individuals about the transfer of data to third parties - it says: 

The approved Rates List for the year contains each property address and rateable value and is, by 
law, available for inspection by the public at the Parish Hall and at Jersey Library.  

Attributes data is not included in the Rates List. The individuals concerned have a reasonable expectation of 
privacy in line with their rights at Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. 

Where an individual seeks to identify comparable property for the purposes of a review of a rateable value of 
their property, a Parish may assist by providing a range of examples - as opposed to all properties with the 
attributes - subject to the requirement (as per the DP privacy banner) that the information should only be used 
for the purpose of requesting a review (or subsequent appeal). 

In summary, the information requested is exempt under - 

• Article 25(1) - as the data may relate to a property/ies of which the applicant is the data subject as 
defined in the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2005, or 
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• Article 25(2) - as the data relates to properties of which the applicant is not the data subject as 
defined in the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2018; and its supply to a member of the public would 
contravene any of the data protection principles, as defined in that Law.  
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