
 Comité des Connétables 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 

Thursday 21st August 2025 

(meeting conducted by email). 

 

 

 Present: 

Connétable de St Brélade - M. K. Jackson, Chairman  

Connétable de St Laurent - Mrs D. W. Mezbourian, Vice Chairman  

Connétable de St Hélier - A. S. Crowcroft  

Connétable de la Trinité - P. B. Le Sueur  

Connétable de St Pierre - R. P. Vibert 

Connétable de St Martin - Mrs K. Shenton-Stone 

Connétable de St Jean - A. N. Jehan  

Connétable de St Clément - M. O’D. Troy 

Connétable de Grouville - M. Labey 

Connétable de St Ouën - R. Honeycombe 

Connétable de Ste Marie - R. D. Johnson 

Connétable de St Sauveur - K. C. Lewis 

 

In attendance: Mrs S. R. de Gruchy, Secretary  

 

 
Non-exempt (public) under Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011 

Draft Elections 

(Senators) 

(Jersey) 

Amendment 

Law 202- 

P.56/2025 – 

amendment re 

by-elections 

1. The Comité, with reference to its minute no. 18 of 14th July 2025, was informed 

that the Draft Elections (Senators) (Jersey) Amendment Law 202- (P.56/2025) would 

insert Article 6G in the States of Jersey Law 2005. This provided that if a casual vacancy 

for Senator or Deputy occurred less than 6 months before an ordinary election was due to 

be held, the Royal Court must not order an election to fill the vacancy (and the vacancy 

might be filled at the next ordinary election). The 6-month period was originally 

introduced in 2011 (L.13/2011 refers) when it replaced the timeframe for a casual vacancy 

occurring “after 31st March immediately preceding” an ordinary election which, based on 

the autumn election dates for Senators and for Deputies, was actually 6½ to 7½ months 

prior to the election. In recent years other changes had also been made including an 

amendment to the Standing Orders of the States of Jersey to define a longer proroguing 

period and the elections had moved to the spring (the 6-months prior to polling day would 

now include the Christmas and New Year holiday periods).   

The effect of these changes to timescales and dates could be seen in the report of the 

Privileges and Procedures Committee (R.99/2025); the last States sitting would be on 30th 

March 2026 with polling day on 7th June 2026. Given the tight timescales to hold a by-

election preceding a spring general election and that, due to the States proroguing, the 

person elected would be in office for only a few weeks before the nomination process for 

the ordinary election commenced, the Comité agreed to invite States members to consider 

increasing the period in Article 6G from 6 months to 9 months. The Comité approved an 

amendment, report and CRIA and requested that these be lodged “au Greffe”.  

The Comité considered that the same timeframe should apply to a by-election to fill 

the office of Connétable but was also mindful that the States Assembly had previously 

agreed to deal with the status of Connétables separately from that of Deputies (and 

Senators) by having the Connétables (Jersey) Law 2008 alongside the States of Jersey 

Law 2005. Standing Order 20 of the States of Jersey (Content of proposition) was likely 

to preclude an amendment to the 2008 Law being included as an amendment to P.56/2025. 

The Comité agreed that, should its amendment to P.56/2025 be adopted by the States, it 

should bring forward a similar amendment to the Connétables (Jersey) Law 2008 which 

https://statesassembly.je/getmedia/60b5e584-2ea8-47bf-b842-d881209e8a2c/P.66-2021.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_15_2008
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_15_2008
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currently provided a by-election to fill a casual vacancy was not ordered if the vacancy 

was less than 2 months before an ordinary election. 

 

 Chairman ………………………………………..  Date …………………… 

 


